On the 25th March 2010, the Police Authority members attended Furness Academy, Barrow to take part in a joint engagement and consultation exercise with young people, the exercise provided the opportunity to engage with a total of one hundred year eight pupils, concentrating on the crime and anti- social behaviour issues that most affect young people in the Barrow area.   

Results
The young people were asked to complete a questionnaire, which would provide the Police Authority with information on the most important anti-social behaviour issues for young people within the Barrow area.

A total of 52 young people indicated that drug related crime was the single biggest issue for young people, followed by speeding vehicles (16), Drunk and Rowdy behaviour (14), Teenagers hanging around the streets (10), and Bullying (8).  
23% of the young people did not feel that the police treated young people with respect, whilst 30% of young people did not have confidence with police in their area.  

When asked what the police should be doing to tackle these issues, the main suggestion was, increased police visibility, and resources targeted to the problem areas such as the town centre.  

Results 
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The Next Steps

It is essential that we provide feedback to the people who contribute towards engagement activity, as such, this information will be included within the community engagement section on the Authority web Site, and a written report provided to Furness Academy. In order to gain a better understanding of the issues that most affect young people, a programme of activity will be undertaken to roll this exercise out to other areas within the Borough in order to gain a comparison.  
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