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Community Engagement 6th August 2010 
                              Penrith Town Centre


Cumbria Police Authority Members were out and about in Penrith Town Centre on the 6th August, speaking to local people, about crime and anti-social behaviour issues that impact upon them in their area.  We also wanted to know what the people in Penrith saw as their Policing Priorities.  

The engagement questions were structured around the questions within the newly published Home Office Document – Policing within the 21st Century, reconnecting Police and the People.

Responses were received from 32 people on the morning of the 6th August 2010
Question 1 

“Are you affected by crime and anti-social behaviour in your community?”,
28 people (87.5%) answered NO, compared to 4 (12.5%) who answered YES.
*For those who answered yes, they reported Youth anti-social behaviour, and Town Centre anti-social behaviour as the main issue.

Question 2

Do you think that Cumbria Constabulary has the right resources at the right time to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour?

Yes –              14 ( 44%)

No   -                6   (19%) 
No response   12 (37.%)

Question 3 

Do you feel safe in your community?

Yes – 31 

No   -  1   

Question 4 

Would you consider being involved in taking a more active role in keeping neighbourhood’s safe?

Yes – 13

No -  15

No response – 4

* The majority of people who answered yes, would be interested in being involved in Neighbourhood Watch Programmes.

Question 5 –
If you held the Policing Budget, what would be your priorities?
[image: image1.jpg]



Number of responses by category
· More Police on the Streets – 16 

· Anti-Social Behaviour – 2

· Stop Spending Money on Mobile Speed Cameras – 1

· Drink and Drugs – 1

· Crime Prevention – 2

· Traffic Control/parking Issues – 2

· CID – 1

· Criminal Investigation – 1

Next Steps:

· It is pleasing to hear that the majority of people when questioned, were not affected by crime and anti social behaviour.
· There were however two people who represented ECHO Tenants Group, this is part of Eden Housing Group, who reported noise and disturbance from people leaving nearby Public Houses particularly on a Friday and Saturday evening, Police Authority Member Lynda Shaw, will take this matter up with the Neighbourhood Policing Team for the Penrith Area. 
· For the members of public who expressed an interest in joining Neighbourhood Watch, their details will be passed on to the coordinator for Penrith.
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